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Article I.  Name of Organization

Section I.

The name of this organization shall be the Associated Student Body of the Pacific Northwest University of Health Sciences College of Osteopathic Medicine (ASBPNWU-COM).

Section II.

Every full-time osteopathic medical student, so certified by Pacific Northwest University of Health Sciences College of Osteopathic Medicine (PNWU-COM), shall be a member of the ASBPNWU-COM.

Section III.

The representative governing body of this association shall be known as the Student Government Association (SGA).

Article II.  Mission Statement

Section I. 

The purpose of this association shall be to maintain communication between clubs and individuals of the student body, and to act as the official representative and interactive participant for the student body to the faculty, administration, fellow professionals, and the general public in matters regarding the student body.

Section II.

The SGA will strive to promote the responsible leadership and the cooperation of student organizations at PNWU-COM.

Section III.

The SGA will encourage the progressive growth of academic, clinical, and research-oriented facilities of PNWU-COM, while fostering participation and involvement in osteopathic associations at the county, state, national and international levels.

Article III.  Student Government Association Elections

Section I.  SGA members

A. SGA Membership of the SGA shall consist of: 

1. Executive officers (executive president, executive vice president, executive secretary, executive treasurer)
2. Four class officers (president, vice president of student affairs, vice president of academic affairs, secretary-treasurer) from each of the classes.
3. Two senators for legislative affairs from each of the 1st and 2nd year classes.
4. Two senators for campus programs from each of the 1st and 2nd year classes.
5. Two senators for administrative services from each of the 1st and 2nd year classes.

Section II.  Election Procedure

A. Eligibility

1. Any student of PNWU-COM in good academic and professional standing, as verified by the Office of Student Affairs.

B. Election Procedure

1. The executive president will announce an election to the appropriate constituency.
2. Individuals interested in running for an office will have a minimum of three weekdays to submit an Intent to Run form to the Division Director of Student Affairs
i. Unless otherwise stated by the executive president during the announcement of the election, forms will no longer be accepted after 5 pm local time on the third day.
ii. Each candidate must be willing to be certified as an eligible candidate for office.  
3. Eligible candidates will be notified by the Division Director of Student Affairs for the candidate to submit to the executive council.
4. Two members of the SGA (the two highest ranking SGA members not running) will preside over the election process in which a private ballot will be distributed to class members to select the appropriate number of candidates.
5. The date/time of speeches and elections must be announced to the appropriate constituency at least 24 hours prior to the scheduled time,
6. On the day of the scheduled election, all candidates will be afforded no more than two minutes to present their qualifications, platform or organization goals to the class.
7. One vote is given to each student in good standing, as verified by PNWU-COM.
8. Students may only vote in elections for executive positions or elections for any for their class officers/senators.
9. The ballots shall be counted by the two highest ranking SGA members not involved in the election.
10. Elections will be decided by a simple majority of votes cast by ASBPNWU-COM members.  If this does not occur, a runoff vote will be decided between the two students with the most votes.
11. If a candidate is running unopposed, elections will be decided by a simple majority of votes cast by ASBPNWU-COM members.  If this does not happen, the election process for that position is repeated.

C. Election Disputes

1. The Division Director of Student Affairs will hold election ballots for a period of three school days following the election, after which time the results may not be contested.
2. In the event of contested election results, the Division Director of Student Affairs and two student highest ranking SGA members who are not involved in the election will perform a recount.
3. In the event of election fraud, as determined by those who collect and count ballots, the results of the fraudulent election will be ruled invalid, candidates in question will be removed from the ballot and a new election will be scheduled.  These revote elections will follow the same procedure as outlined above.

Section III.  Election Schedule

A. The schedule will be outlined per the by-laws under heading Election of Officers and 
	Representatives 

Section IV.  Terms of Office

A. The term of office for executive officers commences at 5 pm on the last day of spring term and concludes at 5 pm on the last day of the subsequent spring term.

B. The term of office for representatives elected to represent the first-year class commences upon the verification of their election and concludes at 5 pm on the last day of the  subsequent spring term.

C. The term of office for representatives elected to represent the second-year class commences at 5 pm on the last day of spring term and concludes at 5 pm on the last day of the  subsequent spring term.

D. The term of office for representatives elected to represent the third-year class commences at 5 pm on the last day of spring term and concludes upon graduation.

Section V. Vacancies – Resignations and Impeachment

A. Resignation
1. Any elected representative may step down from his/her position of his/her own volition at any time, at which time the executive president will declare a vacancy.
2. Any current or elected representative who is placed on academic probation shall be declared ineligible to hold office and resign the position, at which time the executive president will declare a vacancy.

B.  Impeachment
1. Failure to meet minimum duties
i. If any voting representative is absent without justifiable cause for three non-consecutive or two consecutive meetings for which the SGA members have been given notice, a unanimous vote by the executive council may declare a vacancy.
2. The following is the procedure for impeachment:
i. A petition with the signatures of a simple majority of the represented class must be presented to the executive council, along with the reason(s) for the request of removal.  If the individual is a senator, the petition must include a simple majority of first- and second- year students’ signatures.
ii. A unanimous vote of the executive council may declare a vacancy upon receipt of this petition.  The executive president shall then inform the elected person that s/he is relieved of her/his duties.
iii. If the offending representative is the executive president, the executive vice-president shall relieve the president of her/his duties, declare a vacancy, and serve as the acting president until an election can take place.
iv. If the offending representative is the class president, the class vice-president shall relieve the president of his/her duties, serving as the acting president until an election can take place.
v. The person, whose office has been declared vacant, has the right to appeal to the executive council in writing within five school days of dismissal.

Section VI.  Special Elections

A. In the event of a vacancy in fall term, the executive president shall call a special election to fill the vacant position.  The special election shall follow the typical election procedure for the vacant office and shall only have vacant position(s) on the ballot.
1. Any committee positions formerly held by the previous representative(s) will automatically be filled by the newly elected representative if and only if these positions are in the direct job description of the position(s) being filled.
2. Any committee positions formerly held by the previous representative(s) that are not in the job description of the position(s) being filled will be redistributed via election during the first SGA meeting attended by the newly elected representative(s).

B. A current representative may run in this special election, but first must resign from his/her current position.

C. In the event the executive president’s position is vacant, the highest-ranking SGA member, not running for the position will act as the executive president of the SGA in running these elections.

D. After fall term has ended the decision on how to fill the absence will be up to the remaining officers of that group.  

Article IV. Councils

Section I.  SGA

A. Membership
1. Membership of the SGA shall consist of every elected representative.

B. Meetings
1. Meetings of the SGA shall be held at least once every six weeks, and may be scheduled more frequently if deemed necessary by the executive president 
2. A meeting may be declared closed at the discretion of the executive president or by a simple majority vote upon the motion of a SGA voting member.  Upon this decision, all non-elected representatives will be excluded; those remaining will include members of the SGA
3. Unless otherwise stated by the executive president, official business and meetings of the SGA shall be conducted in accordance with the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order.

C. Voting
1. Each SGA member shall be allotted one vote in deciding all elections, official policy, and business of the organization.  The executive president shall have a vote only in the instance of a tie.
2. No voting may be conducted if a quorum is not present (see below).
3. Proxy voting will be allowed (either electronically or with a physical proxy)

D. Quorum
1. Formal actions may result by a simple majority of those present, and voting, at meetings at which a quorum is present. A quorum consists of 2/3 of the first and second year members of SGA.

Section II.  Executive Council

A. Membership
1. Membership of the Executive Council shall consist of:
i. Executive president
ii. Executive vice president
iii. Executive secretary
iv. Executive treasurer
v. 1st year class president
vi. 2nd year class president
vii. 3rd year class president
viii. 4th year class president

B. Meetings
1. Meetings of the executive council shall be when deemed necessary by the executive president.
2. All members of the executive council must be made aware of the executive council meeting and every effort should be made to allow all executive council members to be able to participate. 

C. Voting
1. Each executive council member shall be allotted one vote in deciding all elections, official policy, and business of the organization.  
2. Decisions must be made unanimously by all executive council members.  Attendance can be by physical proxy or electronic. If unanimous vote is not reached, it shall be taken to vote at the SGA meeting.  
3. No voting may be conducted if all executive council members are not present.
4. Proxy voting will be allowed (either electronically or with a physical proxy)

Section III.   Class Council

A. Membership
1. Each class (OMS-I, OMS-II, OMS-III, OMS-IV) council shall consist of that classes
i. Class president
ii. Class vice president of student affairs
iii. Class vice president of academic affairs
iv. Class secretary-treasurer

B. Meetings
1. Meetings of the class council shall be when deemed necessary by the class president.
2. Meetings of the class council are to be run as the class council sees fit

Article V. Student Organizations

A. Student organizations are any student groups recognized by SGA and approved by PNWU-COM.

B. Student organizations must meet these requirements:
1. Must have at least eight (8) ASBPNWU-COM members who are interested in the organization.
2. The organization abides by all laws of the State of Washington and the United States of America.
3. Each organization is not at odds or in conflict with the mission of PNWU, PNWU-COM or the SGA.

Article VI.  Amendments and Ratification

Section I. Amendments

Amendments to this constitution shall be made by a two-thirds majority of ballots cast by members of the Associated Student Body of the Pacific Northwest University of Health Sciences College of Osteopathic Medicine (ASBPNWU-COM).  Amendments must be presented to the student body at least three (3) days prior to opening the poll and the poll must be open for no less than seven (7) days.

Section II.  Ratification

This constitution shall be ratified by a two-thirds majority of the SGA.

Section III. Bylaws

Amendments to bylaws to are made by 2/3rd vote by SGA provided written notification of the action at the previous meeting.  

Ratified on: April 13, 2011		  			Printed on:  November 30, 2011  
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